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LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY 2007

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

CANADIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT 4215FA

TUESDAY – 2:30-5:30PM

ATAC- 1007

INSTRUCTOR: D. WEST

OFFICE HOURS – By Appointment

Telephone – 343-8304

e-mail – doug.west@lakeheadu.ca


This seminar course is offered to those students who are fulfilling the requirements of the Honours degree program in Political Science. We will focus on the development of Canadian political thought through the work of George Parkin Grant and James Tully.  It is imperative that students come to class prepared to discuss the weekly assigned readings. 


George Parkin Grant was born in Toronto (November 13, 1918) and died in Halifax, Nova Scotia (September 27, 1988). He was a philosopher, teacher and political commentator, whose widest popular appeal peaked in the late 1960s and 1970s in Canada. He is best known for his nationalism, comments on technology, Christian faith, and his conservative views regarding abortion; although, academically, his writings express a rich and surprisingly deep meditation on the great books, and confrontation with the great thinkers of Western Civilization. His influences include the "ancients" such as Plato, Aristotle, and Augustine of Hippo, as well as Friedrich Neitzsche, Martin Heidegger, Leo Strauss, Simone Weil, and Jacques Ellul.

An extraordinary public communicator, his first book, Philosophy in the Mass Age (1959), began as a series of CBC lectures. In it he posed the question of how human beings could reconcile moral freedom with acceptance of the view that an order existed in the universe beyond space and time. In 1965, furious that the Liberal government had accepted nuclear weapons, he published Lament for a Nation. This short work created a sensation with its argument that Canada was destined to disappear into a universal and homogeneous state whose centre was the United States. Technology and Empire (1969), a collection of essays edited by poet and friend Dennis Lee, deepened his critique of technological modernity. 


Currently, Dr. James Tully is a Professor of Political Science at the University of Victoria in British Columbia. His work on the Political Philosophy of John Locke and its relationship to the patterns of liberalism that animate Western cultural relationships with indigenous peoples has been well received. His approach to the inclusion of indigenous perspectives in the debates over identity and liberalism are reflected in his own words on how he approaches his subject. 

My approach to the study and teaching of politics is a form of historical and critical reflection on problems of political practice in the present. It is an attempt to renew and transform the tradition of critical philosophy so it can effectively address the pressing political problems of a globalising age and establish a new relationship of dialogue between political philosophy and citizens engaged in political struggles in practice. The aim is to throw critical light on contemporary political problems by means of studies that free us to some extent from hegemonic ways of thinking and acting politically, enabling us to test their limits and to see and consider the concrete possibilities of thinking and acting differently.

This approach is revealed in his work Strange Multiplicity: Constitutionalism in an Age of Diversity, which we will study in depth after we finish the section of the course on the work of George Grant. 
Both Grant and Tully are passionate Canadian political philosophers who struggle with diversity and identity in different ways and with different outcomes. 

Required texts (to be read in this order):

Grant, George. Philosophy in the Mass Age. CBC, (1959)

Grant, George. Technology and Empire : Perspectives on North America. Anansi, (1969)

Grant, George. English-speaking Justice. Mount Allison University, (1974).

Tully, James. Strange Multiplicity: Constitutionalism in an Age of Diversity. Cambridge: CU Press, 1995.

Texts are available at the Lakehead Alumni Bookstore

Grading:
Participation................................…....15%

Article Summary X 2...........................50%

Dialogue/Summary............................. .35%

PARTICIPATION – Attendance for each class will be taken and students will be judged on the quality of their participation in class discussions. This grade will be assigned by the Instructor.

SEMINAR PRESENTATION - Each student is required to lead the class in a discussion of One (1) of the weekly reading assignments. They will submit to the class an outline of their discussion and three questions that they will use to animate the class discussion One Week Prior to Their Presentation. This grade will be assigned by the Instructor.

ARTICLE SUMMARY - Each student is required to submit two (2) 5-7 page article summaries taken from the assigned texts. Both may be handed in on the last day of class. Article summaries will consist of:

1- An overview of the intentions of the author.

2- A discussion of the main arguments of the article.

3- A conclusion about the contribution that the article makes to the understanding of Canadian Political Thought.

DIALOGUE/SUMMARY - Students are required to participate in and record a dialogue with one other member of the class. Pairings will be assigned by the Instructor. Students are expected to submit a jointly prepared summary/dialogue of their experience over the term. Dialogues will be due on the last day of class.

Works by George Grant

· The Empire, Yes or No? Ryerson Press, (1945). 
· Philosophy in the Mass Age. CBC, (1959) 
· Lament for a Nation : the Defeat of Canadian Nationalism. McClelland & Stewart, (1965). 
· Time as History. CBC, (1969). 
· Technology and Empire : Perspectives on North America. Anansi, (1969) 
· English-speaking Justice. Mount Allison University, (1974). 
· Grant, G.P. (1976). The computer does not impose on us the ways it should be used. In W. Christian & S. Grant (Eds.), The George Grant reader. Toronto, Canada: University of Toronto Press. 
· Technology and Justice. Anansi, (1986). 
· George Grant : selected letters edited, with an introduction by William Christian. University of Toronto Press, (1996). 
· The George Grant Reader. William Christian and Sheila Grant (editors). University of Toronto Press, (1998) 
· Collected works of George Grant. Arthur Davis (editor). University of Toronto Press, (2000) 

Other Works 

· George Grant in Process: Essays and Conversations. Larry Schmidt (editor). House of Anansi Press, (1978). 
· Modernity and Responsibility : essays for George Grant. Eugene Combs, (editor). University of Toronto Press, (1983). 
· George Grant: A Biography. William Christian, University of Toronto Press, 1994. 
· George Grant in Conversation. David Cayley. Anansi, (1995). 
· Two theological languages by George Grant and Other essays in honour of his work. Wayne Whillier, (editor) E. Mellen Press (1990). 

Articles 

· Andrew, E. (1988). George Grant on technological imperatives. In R. Beiner, R. Day, & J. Masciulli (Eds.), Democratic theory and technological society. Armonk, NY: Sharpe. 

· Angus, I. (1987). George Grant’s Platonic rejoinder to Heidegger. Lewiston, NY: Edward Mellon. 

· Athanasiadis, H. (2001). George Grant and the theology of the Cross. Toronto, Canada: University of Toronto Press. 

· Badertscher, J. (1978). George P. Grant and Jacques Ellul on freedom in technological society. In L. Schmidt (Ed.), George Grant in process: Essays and conversations. Toronto, Canada: Anansi. 

· Barros, J. (1986). No sense of evil: Espionage, the case of Herbert Norman. Toronto, Canada: Deneau. 

· Cayley, D. (1995). George Grant in conversation. Toronto, Canada: Anansi. 

· Christian, W. (1993). George Grant: A biography. Toronto, Canada: University of Toronto Press. 

· Davis, A. (Ed.). (1996). George Grant and the subversion of modernity. Toronto, Canada: University of Toronto Press. 

· Ellul, J. (1965). The technological society (John Wilkerson, Trans.). New York: Vintage. 

· Flinn, F. (1981). George Grant’s critique of technological liberalism. Doctoral thesis, St. Michael’s College, University of Toronto. 

· Horowitz, G. (1990). Commentary. In P. C. Emberley (Ed.), By loving our own: George Grant and the legacy of Lament for a nation. Ottawa, Canada: Carleton University Press. 

· Kroker, A. (1984). Technology and the Canadian mind. Montreal, Canada: New World Perspectives. 

· Lee, D. (1990). Grant’s impasse. In P. C. Emberley (Ed.), By loving our own: George Grant and the legacy of "Lament for a Nation." Ottawa, Canada: Carleton University Press. 

· Mathie, W. (1978). The technological regime: George Grant’s analysis of modernity. In L. Schmidt (Ed.), George Grant in process: Essays and conversations. Toronto, Canada: Anansi. 

Works by James Tully

1. Chapters: 2001-2006
2001 “Introduction”, Multinational Democracies, ed. Alain-G. Gagnon and James Tully ( Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001), pp.1-34. 

2001 “Reconsidering the British Columbia Treaty Process”, Speaking Truth to Power: A Treaty Forum, ed. Roderick A. MacDonald ( Ottawa: Law Commission of Canada, 2001), 3-19. 

2002 “The Kantian idea of Europe: Critical and Cosmopolitan Perspectives”, The Idea of Europe from Antiquity to the European Union, ed. Anthony Pagden ( Cambridge: Cambridge University Press and the Woodrow Wilson Center, 2002), pp.331-358. 

2002 “Défi constitutionnel et art de la résistance: la question des peuples autochtones au Canada”, Altérité et Droit: Contributions à l’étude du rapport entre droit et culture, sous la direction de Isabelle Schulte-Tenckhoff (Bruxelles: Bruylant, 2002), pp.263-300. Translation of “The Struggles of Indigenous Peoples for and of Freedom”. 

2002 “Reimagining Belonging in Circumstances of Cultural Diversity: A citizen approach”, Ulf Hedetoft and Mette Hjort, eds. The Postnational Self: Belonging and Identity ( Minnesota: University of Minnesota Press, 2002) pp.152-177. 

2002 “The Illiberal Liberal: Brian Barry’s Polemical Attack on Multiculturalism”, Multiculturalism Reconsidered, ed. Paul Kelly ( Cambridge, Polity Press, 2002) pp. 102-113. 

2003 “Ethical Pluralism and Classical Liberalism”, The Many and the One, ed. Richard Madsen and Tracy B. Strong, (Princeton, Princeton University Press, 2003) pp. 78-89. 

2003 “Wittgenstein and Political Philosophy: Understanding practices of critical reflection,’ The Grammar of Politics: Wittgenstein and political philosophy, ed. Cressida J. Heyes, ( Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 2003) pp.17-42. 

2003 “The Activities of Reconciling Diversity with Unity as the basis of Cohesion”, The Limits to Diversity: Canada and Europe in Comparative Perspectives, ed. Robert Higham ( Ottawa: University of Ottawa Press, 2003), pp. 86-98. 

2003 “Identity Politics”, Cambridge History of Twentieth Century Political Thought, ed. Richard Bellamy and Terence Ball ( Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003), pp. 517-34. 

2003 Strange Multiplicity”, Excerpts, Festenstein and Kelly, eds. Political Ideologies – A Reader and Guide ( Oxford University Press). 

2003 “Struggles of Indigenous Peoples for and of Freedom”, reprint, Box of Treasures of Empty Box: 20 years of section 35, ed. Ardith Walkem and Halie Bruce ( Vancouver: Theytus Books) pp.272-308. 

2004 “Political Philosophy as a Critical Activity”, What is Political Theory? Ed. Stephen White and Donald Moon ( London: Sage Publications) pp.80-102. 

2005 “The Historical Formation of Common Constitutionalism: the rediscovery of cultural diversity”, Political Concepts, ed. Iain MacKenzie ( Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press), reprinted from Strange Multiplicity. 
2005 “Exclusion and Assimilation: two forms of domination”, Domination and Exclusion, ed. Melissa Williams and Stephen Macedo ( Princeton: Princeton University Press, forthcoming). 

2005 “A Response to Blake and Wenar”, Domination and Exclusion.
2005 ‘Samuel Pufendorf on War and Peace’, in The Ethics of War : An Anthology, ed. Syse Reichberg, (Oxford : Basil Blackwell, 2005), Reprint from Tully, ed. On the Duty of Man and Citizen (Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 1991). 

2005 “Exclusion and Assimilation: two forms of domination”, Domination and Exclusion, ed. Melissa Williams and Stephen Macedo (Princeton: Princeton University Press), pp.191-229.

2005 “A Response to Professors Blake and Wenar”, Domination and Exclusion, pp.250-58.

2005 “James Tully, Strange Multiplicity”, reprinted in The Development of Political Thought in Canada: an anthology, edited by Katherine Fierlbeck (Toronto: Broadview Press, 2005), pp.275- 95. 

2005 “The Unfreedom of the Moderns”, Constitutionalism and Democracy, ed. Richard Bellamy, in The International Library of Essays in Law and Legal Theory (2nd Series), ed. Tom D. Campbell (London: Ashgate), Reprint.

2006 « Rediscovering America : The Two Treatises and Aboriginal Rights », in John Locke : Critical Assessments, ed. Peter Anstey (Oxford University Press), Reprint.

2006 “Constitutional Pluralism”, in Comparative Constitutional Law, Second Edition, edited by Vicki Jackson and Mark Tushnet, Foundation Press. Reprint from Strange Multiplicity.

2006 “Intercultural citizens, gender difference, and three conventions”, Comparative Constitutional Law, Second Edition, edited by Vicki Jackson and Mark Tushnet, Foundation Press. Reprint.

2006 ‘Multinational Democracy’, Comparative Constitutional Law, Second Edition, edited by Vicki Jackson and Mark Tushnet, Foundation Press. Reprint from Multinational Democracy. 

2006 ‘Reconciling Struggles over the Recognition of Minorities: Towards a Dialogical Approach’, Diversity and Equality: The changing framework of freedom in Canada, ed. Avigail Eisenberg, Vancouver: UBC Press, 15-33.

2. Articles: 2001-2006
2001 “La conception républicaine de la citoyenneté dans la cadre des sociétés multiculturelles et multinationales’, Politique et Sociétés, special edition, 21, 1 (Fall 2001), pp.204-228. 

· “Caricatures of Multiculturalism”, Review Symposium, Ethnicities, 2, 2 (July 2002), pp.279-283. 

2002 “The Unfreedom of the Moderns in relation the ideals of constitutional democracy”, Modern Law Review, 65, 2 (March 2002), pp.204-228. 

2002 “Political Philosophy as a Critical Activity”, special edition, Political Theory, 30, 4 (August 2002), pp.533-556. 

· “Politische Philosophie als kritisches Handeln”, Deutsche Zeitscrhrift fur Philosophie, 51, 1 (2003), pp. 1-23. 

2003 “Diverse Enlightenments”, Economy and Society, 32, 3 (August 2003), pp. 485- 505. 

2003 “La liberté civique en contexte de globalisation”, Les Cahiers du Juin 27, 1/2 (Octobre), pp. 1-10. 

2004 “Recognition and Dialogue: The Emergence of a New Field”, Critical Review of International social and Political Philos0phy, 7, 3 (Autumn 2004), pp.84-106. 

2004 “Approaches to Recognition, Power and Dialogue: a review of six books”, Political Theory, 32, 6 (December) pp.855-63. 

2005 ‘Communicative Networks, Hegemony, and Communicative Action’, ConWEB Papers,(3, 2005), Antje Weiner and Stephen Toope, (ed.), electronic journal of European Union legal and political studies, Queens University, Belfast,
http://www.qub.ac.uk/schools/SchoolofPoliticsInternationalStudiesandPhilosophy/Research/PaperSeries/ConWEBPapers/. 

2006 ‘Communication and Imperialism’, 1000 Days of Theory, CTheory, td035, 2/22/2006, 32 pages, edited by Arthur and Marilouise Kroker, an electronic journal of theory and cultural politics, http://www.ctheory.net/printer.aspx?id=508.

2006 ‘A New kind of Europe: democratic integration in the European Union’, Critical Review of International Social andPolitical Philosophy, 7, 1 (2007).

Reprinted in Constitutional Papers, ConWEB, 4 (2006), pp.1-22 (electronic journal above).

Reprinted in Cultural Transformation, David Held (ed.) (Cambridge: Polity, 2006).

3. Books 
2001 Editor with Alain-G. Gagnon, and Introduction, Multinational Democracies, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001.

2003, 2005 Japanese and Chinese editions of Pufendorf: on the Duty of Man and Citizen (1991).

2005 Chinese edition of Meaning and Context: Quentin Skinner and his critics (1988).

2005 Korean and Japanese editions of Strange Multiplicity: Constitutionalism in an age of diversity (1995).

2006 Japanese edition of An Approach to Political Philosophy (1992).

4. Public Lectures
March 10-11, 2005 On Law, Democracy and Imperialism, Twenty-First Annual Public Lecture, Centre for Law and Society, University of Edinburgh.

September 9-10, 2005, Two Meanings of Global Citizenship: Modern and Diverse, The Meanings of Global Citizenship Conference, Liu Centre and Trudeau Foundation, UBC.

September 30, 2005, The Nature of the 'New' Imperialism, Victoria Colloquium & Demcon Conference, University of Victoria. 

2005 “On Law, Democracy and Imperialism”, 21st Annual Public Lecture on Law and Society, Faculty of Law, University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, Scotland, March 10-11, 2005.

2005 “Two Meanings of Global Citizenship”, The Meanings of Global Citizenship, Centre for the Study of Global Issues, University of British Columbia, Vancouver BC, September 9-10, 2005.

2005 “On the Nature of the ‘New’ Imperialism”, Victoria Colloquium on Democratic Constitutionalism, Faculty of Law, University of Victoria, September 30, 2005.

2005 “Recognition and Dialogue”, University of California at Los Angeles Department of Political Science, Los Angeles, October 25, 2005.

2005 “On the Question of Global Public Spheres”, Keynote Address, Changing Perceptions of the Public Sphere, Rice University, Houston Texas, December 15-17, 2005.

2006 “The Imperial Dimensions of Modern Constitutionalism”, The Conference on Constitutional Form and Constituent Power, Faculty of Law, European University Institute, Florence, March 24-25, 2006.
2006 “Reflections on Democratic Constitutionalism”, The First Annual Lecture on Democratic Constitutionalism, Departments of Politics, International Relations, Law and Philosophy, and the Institute of Governance, Queens University Belfast, March 28-29.

2006 ‘Discussion of Governance and Democracy’, British Columbia Political Studies Association Annual Meeting, Nanaimo, BC, May 5-6. 

2006 ‘A New Kind of Europe’, Distinguished Lecture, The Biennial Conference of the European Community Studies Association, Victoria, BC, May 18-20.

2006 Assistant and participant, Graduate Students Workshop in Indigenous Studies, Sponsored by the Trudeau Foundation, University of Victoria, May 19-20.

